
An Open letter to Barry Sheerman MP 
 
Dear Barry, 
 
As President of Huddersfield Trades Council I regret to have to ask you why did you feel the need to vote in 
favour of the Colombia free trade bill in Parliament. 
 
There are at least 2832 reasons for opposing free trade links with Colombia – the number of deaths at the 
hands of government supported paramilitary forces from 1986-2010.  This is almost two-thirds of trade 
unionists killed in the world during that time, and is a figure verified by the International Trade Union 
Confederation and Human Rights Watch.   
 
Clearly you differ from Jim Sheridan MP, who chairs the Justice for Colombia Parliamentary Group who has 
declared : “We must not walk on the other side when the rights of people around the world are being abused. 
With 60 per cent of all trade unionist murders in the world since 2000 having taken place in Colombia, I 
believe we should make a stand against the injustice in that country.” You were in fact the only Labour MP 
to see fit to reward Colombia with this trade deal. 
 
Many US Democrats too are very critical of the US- Colombia Labour Action Plan which was supposed to 
pressure the Colombian Government on labour issues.  Part of the conclusion of a recent report to the 
Congressional monitoring group on labour rights in Colombia reads as follows - 
 
“While the government points to an 82percent decrease in killings of trade unionists  
compared with previous years, 11 individuals have been murdered in 2013 and death threats  
continue. Impunity is still a huge and unaddressed problem. Internationally recognized labour  
rights are not protected. And in the absence of an effective enforcement system and lax  
accountability, new forms of indirect hiring and phony unions are proliferating.”  
 
In addition Amnesty International  in its 2012 Report reported on little evidence of improvement  in human 
rights for trade unionists and indigenous people among other long suffering groups. 
 
In the week that Nelson Mandela passed on I am sure that you would have been the last person to advocate a 
free trade agreement with South Africa in the 1980s and yet it appears acceptable to do so in the case of 
Colombia.    
 
I look forward to hearing your views on this issue. 
 
Best regards 
 
 
JOHN DREWERY 
 
 
 


